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under the Act, or any provision of a 
lease, license, or permit issued under 
the Act. 

You means a person who applies for 
and/or obtains a permit, or files a No-
tice to conduct geological or geo-
physical exploration or scientific re-
search related to oil, gas, and sulphur 
in the OCS.

§ 251.2 Purpose of this part. 

(a) To allow you to conduct G&G ac-
tivities in the OCS related to oil, gas, 
and sulphur on unleased lands or on 
lands under lease to a third party. 

(b) To ensure that you carry out G&G 
activities in a safe and environ-
mentally sound manner so as to pre-
vent harm or damage to, or waste of, 
any natural resources (including any 
mineral deposit in areas leased or not 
leased), any life (including fish and 
other aquatic life), property, or the 
marine, coastal, or human environ-
ment. 

(c) To inform you and third parties of 
your legal and contractual obligations. 

(d) To inform you and third parties of 
the U.S. Government’s rights to access 
G&G data and information collected 
under permit in the OCS, reimburse-
ment for submittal of data and infor-
mation, and the proprietary terms of 
data and information submitted to, and 
retained by, MMS.

§ 251.3 Authority and applicability of 
this part. 

MMS authorizes you to conduct ex-
ploration or scientific research activi-
ties under this part in accordance with 
the Act, the regulations in this part, 
orders of the Director/Regional Direc-
tor, and other applicable statutes, reg-
ulations, and amendments. 

(a) This part does not apply to G&G 
exploration conducted by or on behalf 
of the lessee on a lease in the OCS. 
Refer to 30 CFR part 250 if you plan to 
conduct G&G activities related to oil, 
gas, or sulphur under terms of a lease. 

(b) Federal agencies are exempt from 
the regulations in this part. 

(c) G&G exploration or G&G sci-
entific research related to minerals 
other than oil, gas, and sulphur is cov-
ered by regulations at 30 CFR part 280.

§ 251.4 Types of G&G activities that re-
quire permits or Notices. 

(a) Exploration. You must have an 
MMS-approved permit to conduct G&G 
exploration, including deep strati-
graphic tests, for oil, gas, or sulphur 
resources. If you conduct both geologi-
cal and geophysical exploration, you 
must have a separate permit for each. 

(b) Scientific research. You may only 
conduct G&G scientific research re-
lated to oil, gas, and sulphur in the 
OCS after you obtain an MMS-approved 
permit or file a Notice. 

(1) Permit. You must obtain a permit 
if the research activities you propose 
to conduct involve: 

(i) Using solid or liquid explosives; 
(ii) Drilling a deep stratigraphic test; 

or 
(iii) Developing data and information 

for proprietary use or sale. 
(2) Notice. Any other G&G scientific 

research that you conduct related to 
oil, gas, and sulphur in the OCS re-
quires you to file a Notice with the Re-
gional Director at least 30 days before 
you begin. If circumstances preclude a 
30-day Notice, you must provide oral 
notification and followup in writing. 
You must also inform MMS in writing 
when you conclude your work.

§ 251.5 Applying for permits or filing 
Notices. 

(a) Permits. You must submit a signed 
original and three copies of the MMS 
permit application form (Form MMS–
327). The form includes names of per-
sons, type, location, purpose, and dates 
of activity, and environmental and 
other information. 

(b) Disapproval of permit application. If 
MMS disapproves your application for 
a permit, the Regional Director will 
state the reasons for the denial and 
will advise you of the changes needed 
to obtain approval. 

(c) Notices. You must sign and date a 
Notice and state: 

(1) The name(s) of the person(s) who 
will conduct the proposed research; 

(2) The name(s) of any other person(s) 
participating in the proposed research, 
including the sponsor; 

(3) The type of research and a brief 
description of how you will conduct it; 
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